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Government For
And By The People
Is Needed In The
Nation's Capitol
By Matthew M. Neely,
U. S. Senator (rom West Virginia
(Matthew M. Neely, 83-year-old Chair-
man of the Senate District of Columbia
Committee has served in some public of-
fice or another since he was elected Mayor
of Fairmont, West Virginia, in 1908. As
Chairman of the District Committee for
eight years he has come to be referred to
as the "Mayor" of Washington, but he
feels that Washington should have its
own elected mayor, and tells why in the
following exclusive article for Amicus
Curiae.
Home Rule Bills of one form or another
have been introduced in every session of
Congress since the 80th, but few have
gotten much further than the Administra-
tion-backed S.1846 calling for an elected
assembly, but a governor appointed by
the President,' or S. 1289 introduced by
Senators Neely, and Wayne Morse (Ir-Ore.}
providing for an elected mayor, city coun-
cil, school board, and non-voting delegate
to the House of Representatives. Both
wound up the first session of the 85th
Congress in the Senate Sub-committee on
Home Rule.s-Ed.)
One of the most astounding paradoxes
in the world today is that a nation which
fought a revoluntionary war to rid itself
of the oppressive powers of a king, and
his appointed officials, which fought two
(Coni. P. 3 Col. 2)
GWU Student Bar
Gains Top Honors
At the ALSA (American Law Student Association) Convention held July 12-15 at
the Belmont Plaza Hotel in New York City, the George Washington Student Bar As-
sociation was named outstanding member for the academic year 1956-1957. This is
the second time in three years that our Student Bar Association has been the recipient
of this award. In 1955-1956 the SBA achieved second place honors.
Receiving the award in the name of
the Law School were George Coulter,
past President of the SBA; Charles
Thompson, current President; and Richard
Kline, the ALSA representative. Activi-
ties cited by the Association in granting
the award to George Washington were
Moot Court, the Legal-Aid Society, The
Faculty and Student Directory, and the
annual Law Day.
The ALSA is the second largest legal
association in the United States, second
only to the American Bar Association,
with membership composed of 124 student
groups. At the annual convention, .held
in a different city each summer and last-
ing three days, workshops and meetings
are conducted for the purpose of discus-
sion of mutual problems and activities,
participated in by law students all over
the United States.
All students can be justly proud of
the showing our SBA has made on the
national level.
Relax and Learn
A free movie program will be presented
this year consisting of both feature films
of legal interest and technical legal films.
The aim of the program is both to enter-
tain and inform. Three feature films with
name stars have been selected with em-
phasis on recency and quality, There
are also three technical films with em-
phasis on trial work.
Attendance and interest in the schedule
for this year will serve as indicators for
selections in future years. Any comments
or thoughts on the present schedule can
be dropped in the SBA mail box. Any
(Cant. P. 4 Col. 3)
'Trek To VVaredaca'
On a hot Sunday in August, dozens of
cars filled with budding lawyers, their
wives, offspring and friends wound a
twisted path to Camp Waredaca. The an-
nual summer picnic sponsored by the Stu-
dent Bar Association had at last arrived.
It was one of the most successful events
of the year. Like all picnics there were
the usual hotdogs, hamburgers, and soft
drinks, plus fishing, swimming, soft ball,
and other sundry sports. The annual pic-
nic was unlike most picnics due to the
fact students were afforded such an ex-
cellent opportunity to meet their fellow
students and professors on a social
ground,
The picnic continued in all its glory
until the sun set in the West (where else
would it set?) when many tired, but still
budding lawyers began the trek home.
Those who failed to attend missed a good
time and a full day. The student Bar
Association deserves another pat on the
back for providing a delightful diversion
from the routine grind of study and exam-
ination.
Happy G.W.U., SBA Council members dis-
playing the ALSA first place trophy for
the outstanding Student Bar Association
of the past year. L. to R.: Dick Kline,
ALSA rep.; George Coulter, ex-pres.;
Chuck Thompson, pres.
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Bienvenidal
The strong gravitational pull of the
institutions of higher learning has once
again exerted itself. It has ensnared
many new victims from the uninformed
to add to the veteran campaigners in the
higher echelons in the scale of learning.
To these, to the ambitious, to the dili-
gent, to the unenlightened, and the seek-
ers of the individual meaning of the in-
definable term, justice, we of the staff
of Amicus Curiae bid welcome and best
of luck for this school term.
Encomiums To SBA
It behooves this paper to re-echo the
praises which were heaped on our Stu-
dent Bar Association this past summer
by the American Law Student Associa-
tion. By bestowing two first and one
second place honor on George Washing-
ton for the past three years, the ALSA
have acknowledged that our SBA's for-
mula of organization has been one of the
best. "Has been" are frightful words.
We must look to the future. Obviously,
the future program is to be patterned on
the past with innovations and new ideas
to be added to meet the contingencies,
that will be encountered, for the benefit
of the students. However, for any such
benefit to be reaped by the students,
each and every individual is needed to
participate. Don't shun this necessary
part of law school, but join SBA organi-
zations and above all, support the gen-
eral program.
Advice To The
New Students
by Carville B. Benson,
Ass istant Dean of the Law School
On behalf of the
Faculty and on behalf
of the other students,
I welcome you to the
Law School and to
study of law. The
first thing to note is
that this is profes-
sional study-you are
now beginning your
professional career
and your efforts will be judged by stand-
ards that the profession imposes on be-
half of its members and the public at
large. It is different from college study,
where indifferent effort may cause no
permanent injury-where even exclusion
for low grades may have the penalty of
exclusion from college for one year only.
Exclusion from law school for low grades
is different, for as a general rule it is a
permanent exclusion. Moreover, the ex-
cluded student will not be admitted to
other law schools. This is a serious note
upon which to greet you, but it is intended
to make clear the necessity of good
scholarship. The study of law is diffi-
cult under favorable conditions. If there
are distracting influences due to domes-
tic, financial, or health problems it be-
comes double difficult. The administra-
tive officers of the Law School and mem-
bers of the Faculty will be glad to dis-
cuss your problems with you in order to
help you make the progress you should.
On the constructive side, the course
in Legal Method and Legal System has
been planned to give you an introduction
to the study of law. The teacher and the
student assistant of your section of the
course are there to help you. The Stu-
dent Bar Association has an orientation
program for your benefit. The legal fra-
ternities have helpful programs at their
professional meetings.
Familiarize yourself with Law School
and University regulations. These regu-
lations have important functions and
serious difficulty can be avoided by ob-
serving them. Special mention may be
made of the regulation regarding attend-
ance: "Regular attendance is required
and is necessary for successful work. A
student who is deficient in class attend-
ance in any course may be barred from
taking the examination." If a student
misses more than twelve hours in a four-
credit course, or more than six hours in
By Chuck Thompson
Our heartiest welcome is extended to
all students and especially to those who
are entering the law school for the first
time. It is to the latter that this article
is primarily directed. Perhaps many of
you are even puzzled as to what the
initials S.B.A. mean. It is for your in-
formation that I write the following words.
The initials S.B.A. are representative
of your Student Bar Association. Yes, I
say "your" S.B.A. as every enrolling
student automatically becomes a member
of this organization. From your tuition
there is set aside the sum of three dollars
which helps to finance the S.B.A. 's many
and varied activities throughout the se-
mester. The governing body of your S. B. A.
is the Board of Governors and is elected
once a year in the spring. The board is
composed of sixteen members some of
whom are elected and others who repre-
sent the permanent organizations of the
school. I am naming them now in hopes
that you will seek their aid whenever
necessary for they are always anxious
and ready to help you. The following
comprise the board: Chuck Thompson,
President; Ed McDermott, Night Vice-
Pres.; Bill Foster, Day VIce-Pres.; Syl via
Troy, Secretary; Jerry Engstrom, Treas-
urer; Mike Morris, Night Delegate; George
Vakos, Night Delegate; Eddie LeBaron,
Day Delegate; Bill Critchlow, Day Dele-
gate; Frank Fetta, Book Store Manager;
Roy Duesterdick, Book Store Treasurer;
Fred Schmitt, Editor of Amicus Curiae;
Reed Benson, Case Club Rep.; Frances
Feldman, Student Council Rep; Richard
Kline, A.L.S.A. Rep.; Bill Watkins, Dist.
of Columbia Jr. Bar Association Rep.
During the summer the Board of Gover-
nors met several times to discuss current
business and to prepare a well rounded
orientation program for you new students.
(Cont. P. 3 Col. 1)
a two-credit course, his case comes be-
fore the Committee on Attendance. Addi-
tional absences, even though due to ill-
ness or other unavoidable cause may re-
sult in barring the student from taking
the examination in the course. Students
receiving veterans' entitlement must be
reported to the Veterans Administration
if they miss 20% of the class hours or'
miss five successive class hours. A
student should file excuses for absences
on the mimeographed form provided by
the Office of the Recording Secretary.
Again, welcome to the Law School.
We are proud to have you with us and wish
you well as you begin the study of law.
Sept. 19, 1957 Page 3
(Cont, from P. 2)
The following were achieved during the
summer. The Annual Summer Picnic was
held on August 3, and was a great suc-
cess due to the hard work of Edgar Simms,
Picnic Chairman. Copies of the S.B.A.
Constitution were prepared and are ready
for distribution to the new students. The
Law School was well represented in the
University Summer Carnival, and I might
add, had one of the most popular stands.
The success of this was due entirely to
the efforts of Eddie and Frances Feld-
man. Plans have been formulated and
are ready to be put into operation con-
cerning the F acuity-Student Directory.
We plan to distribute the directory within
the first two weeks of school. The Audio-
Visual Aid Program has been planned for
the entire year. The movies which have
been selected and the date they will be
shown will be distributed to all students
at registration. Louis Guthrie, Audio-
Visual Aid Chairman, is responsible for
the fine work accomplished. Last, but
far from least, George Washington Uni-
versity Law School received, for the
second time in the last three years, the
Outstanding Student Bar Award from the
American Law Student Association at
its annual meeting in New York, July 12
thru 15.
The Orientation Program, mentioned
previously, will be given for you new
students during Legal Method class. It
will be held on September 23, for day
students and on September 25, for even-
ing students. All organizations and ac-
tivities will be represented by various
people who will explain to you their
respective purposes. During these pro-
grams there will be distributed to each
of you a copy of the S.B.A. Constitution.
There will be passed among you a sign-
up sheet for those of you who would like
to work on any of the committees. I cer-
tainly hope you will avail yourself of this
opportunity to become a working part of
the S.B.A.
(Cont, from P. 1)
world wars to insure the right of self-
determination, and which is today spend-
ing countless billions of dollars to pro-
vide or preserve representative govern-
ment for the people of Europe, Asia,
Africa, and the islands of the sea, is, at
the same time, a nation which deprives
every resident, law abiding, taxpaying,
patriotic man and woman in its capital
city of Washington of the rights of self-
government.
This paradox is not solved, but only
compounded, by the Administration's bill
S. 1846. For that bill is neither a "Home
Rule" bill nor a bill that gives the right
of self-government to the residents of the
District. Instead, it is an "Executive
Rule" bill, finding no parallel or prece-
dent in democratic government or prin-
ciples.
Section 301 of the bill states, "Except
as otherwise provided in this Act, the
legislative power and authority of the
District, as hereinafter set forth is here-
by vested in the Assembly", and Section
402 states, "The Governor shall be the
chief executive officer of the District
Government". But under other provisions
of the Act, both the Assembly and the
Governor are expressly made subservient
to and subject to the control of one sin-
gle man, the occupant of the White House.
Thus, the assembly has no power to
enact legislation where it meets with the
disapproval of the President and his ap-
pointed Governor. Under section 324(d)
of the Act, this veto power is absolute.
Please allow me to invite your attention
to the specific language:
"If the President approves such act,
he shall sign it, and it shall become law.
If he does not approve it, he shall return
it to the Governor so stating, and it shall
not become law."
This is not the language of democracy.
The Assembly may play the game of leg-
islating, but the ultimate governing and
legislative power resided in the hands of
one single man, who, with the ease of
an Emperor, may accept or destroy the
will of the people, by turning his thumb
up or down.
With reference to the executive power
under the Administration bill, the Gover-
nor is described as "the chief executive
officer of the District Government." But
to whom is he accountable? It is not to
the people. Appointed by the President,
he can be removed by the President at
any time. He occupies the office of Gov-
ernor as no more than a tenant at will of
the White House, and in any conflict be-
tween the needs of the governed and the
wishes of his landlord, the Governor's
choice is simple -- he will either become
a Quisling or he will be dispossessed.
Proponents of the bill attempt to jus-
tify its anti-democratic bias by saying
it is based upon the territorial concept,
but, as any citizen of Hawaii or Alaska
will tell us, territorial government is not
democracy; and a territorial government
for a people who cannot achieve state-
hood is a cruel and dangerous jest.
For those who have forgotten, let me
remind them that Washington has already
suffered through one so-called territorial
period. From 1871 to 1874 the District
was governed by a Governor, a board of
public works, and an eleven member
council-all appointed by the President-
and an elected house of delegates. As
would be expected, the District was
dominated by the executive branch, the
people violently protected, and in three
years the territorial form of government
was abolished.
(Cont, P. 4 Col. 1)
Don't L00k In The Yellow Pages!
The Student Bar Association Book-
Exchange has for many years been short-
circuiting the profit made on used law
texts by regular dealers. At press time
the schedule of the Book-Exchange had
not yet been announced, but Manager Roy
Duesterdick stressed the importance of
student participation to keep the price-
less volumes available, and not quite so
priceless.
The Book Exchange provides a market
place for students to buy books for less,
and sell them for more. Potential ven-
dors should bring them to room 10 in the
Harlan-Brewer House (northwest corner
of 20th and H).
The hopeful seller stipulates a price--
usually from 40% to 70% of the original
cost--a consignment contract is made out,
and the seller must pay a service fee of
$.25 in advance. Then the priceless
volume is offered at the price stipulated.
No more; no less.
If the text sells, Roy Duesterdick signs
out another check, but if there are no
buyers, SEA spends the quarter just the
same, but does return the book.
Commenting on the Book-Exchange,
Duesterdick noted that the Exchange
isn't in the business of selling books any
more than the New York stock exchange
sells stock:
"The continued success of this serv-
ice depends upon student support. If
you have some law books which can be
used, bring them in and realize the cash
they bring to you. The seller, buyer, and
SBA all benefit from these transactions."
1"""'"'i'i'9"""'''''' CAtlfUS
i
C:OMEDY""",,~..---r
"THANKS"
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(Coni. from P. 3)
Another argument advanced to support
the Administration's bill is that absolute
veto power over the acts of the elected
assembly is necessary to protect the
"federal interests." The short answer to
this argument is, of course, "nonsense."
There is a "federal interest" of com-
parable magnitude to that in the District
in every major city of the United States,
yet no one had had the temerity to sug-
gest that the President of the United
States needs a veto power over the local
governments of New York City, Chicago,
or Los Angeles with respect to local
legislation affecting the federal interest.
Why then should such power be given to
the President with respect to the District
of Columbia?
Moreover, a comparative study of other
capital cities throughout the world shows
that the greater the autonomy given to
local government, the greater is the good-
will and cooperation between the federal
and local government. Local self govern-
ment in Stockholm, the capital city of
Sweden, as one example, is very strong
and jealously guarded. The national ad-
ministration exercises no direct positive
power over the city administration and
little general control, yet there is little,
if any, friction between the two. On the
other hand, Rio de Janeiro, the capital
city of Brazil, is governed by a council
elected by the people and a Mayor who
is appointed by and serves at the will of
the President. The mayor may veto all
acts of the council, and the veto is either
sustained or overridden by the Federal
Senate. Such a system of local govern-
ment, closely analogous to that proposed
in the Administration's bill, has resulted
in permanent friction between the Mayor
and the council, frequent deadlocks, and
a harassed and tired Federal Senate, which
must serve as the arbitrator. The situa-
tion has become so intolerable that the
Federal Senate is considering the estab-
lishment of true home rule by placing the
final decision on the Mayor's veto with
the city council itself.
The study of other capital cities further
disclosed that control by the national
government to protect the "federal inter-
est" is strong in those countries whose
legal systems spring from the Roman Law
such as Paris, Mexico City, and Rio de
Janeiro. In those capitals whose insti-
tutions have been greatly affected by
English and American traditions as gov-
ernment, such as Wellington, Ottawa,
London, Manila, and Tokyo, strong local
autonomy and no federal veto is the rule.
Thus, neither principle nor history jus-
tify territorial rule of the District. It
does not give or promise the people home
rule. It is unworkable. It would only
serve to plague the Congress and the
taxpayers of the District with a host of
new problems, while solving none of the
old.
"Law Review"
Reviewed
By Mitchell Cutler
The George Washington Law Review is
a publication comprised of the writings
of students and members of the legal pro-
fession that deal with current legal de-
velopments. Because of the proximity of
the Law School to the seat of national
legislation, government agencies, and
other institutions concerned with the regu-
lation and control of public affairs, the
George Washington Law Review is de-
voted exclusively to public law. The
Law Review endeavors to highlight sig-
nificant action in this area.
The Law Review performs three basic
functions. Firstly, the students who
work on the Review get invaluable train-
ing in the techniques of legal writing and
research. Special emphasis is placed on
this aspect of Law Review membership
as the ability to write well and research
thoroughly is an indispensable tool of a
good attorney. Secondly, the Law Review
serves the legal profession. Be high-
lighting recent decisions, important leg-
islation and legal problems existing in
the broad area of public law, the Law
Review keeps its readers informed, and
at the same time serves as a valuable
research aid. Thirdly, the Law Review
is, in a sense, a public relations organ
of the Law School. Because many people
judge a law school by the quality of its
law review, it is especially important to
maintain high standards.
Membership on the Law Review staff
is beneficial to the student because of
the training received, and because of the
special consideration prospective em-
ployers give to students who have worked
on the Law Review. In order to be eligi-
ble for membership on the staff, students
must have either completed forty hours
and have at least a B average or must
have shown proficiency in legal research
and writing in the annual Law Review
competition.
Plans for the first issue include two
articles by the late Dr. Wallace Parks.
One deals with secrecy and the public
interest in military affairs; the other with
There can be no home rule nor democ-
racy unless the supreme power of gov-
ernment is in the hands of the people.
S. 1289, introduced by me and cospon-
sored by Senator l\lorse, grants this power
to the residents of the District of Colum-
bia, by providing for the basic, although
apparently still controversial, right of
electing a mayor, city council, school-
board, and delegate to the House of Rep-
resentatives. We cannot in conscience
give less than this. We should in con-
science give more.
the controversial "right to know" under
the separation of powers. Student notes
will discuss many of the recent contro-
versial Supreme Court decisions. A
symposium on various aspects of the
regulatory functions of the Department
of Agriculture is planned for the second
and third issues.
Fraternity News
This column, henceforth, will be de-
voted strictly to fraternity news and pro-
grams. In this first issue, however, an
inequitable situation arose from the dif-
ficulty of contacting the various fratern-
ities' reporters during the summer ses-
sion. So, in order to-do equity, we have
omitted that news which has been forth-
coming. In lieu of this, we would like to
emphasize once more the keynote of the
paper, Participation.
We are positive that the legal fraterni-
ties of Delta Theta Phi, Kappa Belta Pi
(for Women), Phi Alpha Delta, Phi Delta
-Delta and Phi Delta Phi, all have wonderful
programs in store for the coming months.
It is urged that the unaffiliated attend
as many of the Rush functions of the
various fraternities as possible. Each
function not only gives a person an op-
portunity to meet fellow citizens of the
Law School, but each is usually high-
lighted by a speaker of merit in the legal
field. All dates and times of the meet-
ings will be well advertised by the fra-
ternities. One word of warning must be
sounded before ending: Beware of the
lethal refreshments served at the meet-
ings and of young law aspirants practic-
ing the art of emotional persuasion.
(Coni, from P. 1)
student interested in working on this pro-
gram will certainly be welcome and can
contact Lou Guthrie by dropping a note
in the SBA box.
The films will be shown twice on each
scheduled date in the Law School build-
ing to give everybody the opportunity to
relax from the study grind by enjoying a
good movie with legal flavor.
The first movie will be shown on Wednes-
day, October 2, 1957. It is called the
"People against O'Hara" with Spencer
Tracy, John Hodiak, Pat O'Brien, and
Diana Lynn. It is the story of a man who
returns to criminal law against the advice
of his daughter because of his fervent be-
lief in the innocence of a boy accused
of murder. The ingenious scheme and
fearless courage by which he tracks down
and corners the real criminal makes for a
movie packed with suspense and emo-
tional drama.
